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Mulberry Wood Wharf Primary 

Early Years Policy 

This document should be read alongside the EYFS Assessment policy 

Our vision 

Our vision for Mulberry Wood Wharf Primary is to create an outstanding, fully inclusive 

primary school that ensures the needs of all children are met and which makes a vibrant and 

meaningful contribution to residents in the surrounding area. We believe in the importance of 

primary education in shaping a child’s adult life. We know that children’s futures are often 

formed by the age of 10 and we regard the place of nursery and primary education as an 

essential part of our family. Our curriculum offer at Mulberry Wood Wharf Primary will ensure 

pupils learn about their local and national communities and international issues. We will 

encourage active participation through pupil-led activities, such as working with charities, 

fundraising and helping others. We will ensure students are fully aware of both their rights 

and responsibilities. We will use our curriculum as a vehicle for children to be educated 

about current world issues, such as the environment, poverty and human rights. Coherent 

routes through education from nursery through to age 19 are powerful, not just for children 

but for schools and their communities, in terms of improving practice and knowing families 

well, establishing long-standing positive relationships to benefit children as they progress.  

 

EYFS at Mulberry Wood Wharf Primary 

Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil 

their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between 

birth and age five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy 

childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high quality early learning 

together provide the foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents 

as they grow up.  

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all early years providers 

must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It 

promotes teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children 

the broad range of knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for good future 

progress through school and life.  

The EYFS seeks to provide:  

• quality and consistency in all early years settings, so that every child makes good 

progress and no child gets left behind  

• a secure foundation through planning for the learning and development of each 

individual child, and assessing and reviewing what they have learned regularly  

• partnership working between practitioners and with parents and/or carers  

• equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice, ensuring that every child is 

included and supported 

The EYFS specifies requirements for learning and development and for safeguarding 

children and promoting their welfare. The learning and development requirements cover:  

• the areas of learning and development which must shape activities and experiences 

(educational programmes) for children in all early years settings  



• the early learning goals that providers must help children work towards (the 

knowledge, skills and understanding children should have at the end of the academic 

year in which they turn five)  

• assessment arrangements for measuring progress (and requirements for reporting to 

parents and/or carers) 

 

Guiding principles 

Four guiding principles should shape practice in early years settings. These are:  

• every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, 

confident and self-assured  

• children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships  

• children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support 

from adults, who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them to 

build their learning over time. Children benefit from a strong partnership between 

practitioners and parents and/or carers.  

• importance of learning and development. Children develop and learn at different 

rates.  

 

Quality of education 

High-quality early years education, with a strong focus on communication, is good for every 

child.  

The Early Years Foundation Stage is about how children learn, as well as what they learn. 

Children need opportunities to develop their own play and independent exploration which 

should be enjoyable and motivating. They also need adults to ‘scaffold’ their learning by 

giving them just enough help to achieve something they could not do independently.  

Helping children to think, discuss and plan ahead is important, like gathering the materials 

they need to make a den before they start building. These are ways of helping children to 

develop the characteristics of effective learning. When children are at earlier stages of 

development than expected, it is important to notice what they enjoy doing and also find out 

where their difficulties may lie. They need extra help so that they become secure in the 

earlier stages of development. It is not helpful to wait for them to become ‘ready’. For 

example, children who are not speaking in sentences are not going to be able to write in 

sentences. They will need lots of stimulating experiences to help them develop their 

communication. That’s why the time you spend listening to them and having conversations 

with them is so important.  

Children learn and develop more from birth to five years old than at any other time in their 

lives. If children are at risk of falling behind the majority, the best time to help them to catch 

up and keep up is in the early years. Every child can make progress, if they are given the 

right support. When we give every child the best start in their early years, we give them what 

they need today. We also set them up with every chance of success tomorrow. 

 

 

 



The areas of learning  

There are seven areas of learning and development that must shape educational 

programmes in early years settings. All areas of learning and development are important and 

inter-connected. 

Three areas are particularly important for building a foundation for igniting children’s curiosity 

and enthusiasm for learning, forming relationships and thriving. These are the prime areas:  

• communication and language  

• physical development  

• personal, social and emotional development 

Providers must also support children in four specific areas, through which the three prime 

areas are strengthened and applied. The specific areas are:  

• literacy  

• mathematics 

• understanding the world  

• expressive arts and design 

 

Seven key features of effective practice  

1. The best for every child  

• All children deserve to have an equal chance of success.  

• High-quality early education is good for all children. It is especially 

important for children from disadvantaged backgrounds.  

• When they start school, children from disadvantaged backgrounds 

are, on average, 4months behind their peers. We need to do more to narrow 

that gap.  

• Children who have lived through difficult experiences can begin 

to grow stronger when they experience high quality early education and care.  

• High-quality early education and care is inclusive. Children’s special 

educational needs and disabilities (SEND) are identified quickly. All children 

promptly receive any extra help they need, so they can progress well in 

their learning.  

2. High-quality care  

• The child’s experience must always be central to the thinking of every 

practitioner.  

• Young children thrive when they are loved and well cared for.  

• High-quality care is consistent. Every practitioner needs to enjoy spending 

time with young children.  

• Effective practitioners are responsive to children. 

• Practitioners know that starting school, and all the other transitions in the 

early years, are big steps for small children.  

3.  The curriculum: what we want children to learn  

• The curriculum is a top-level plan of everything the early years setting wants 

the children to learn.  

• Planning to help every child to develop their language is vital.  

• The curriculum needs to be ambitious. Careful sequencing will help children 

to build their learning over time.  



• Young children’s learning is often driven by their interests. Plans need to be 

flexible.  

• Young children do not develop in a fixed way. Their development is like a 

spider’s web with many strands, not a straight line.  

• Depth in early learning is much more important than covering lots of things in 

a superficial way.  

4.  Pedagogy: helping children to learn  

• Children are powerful learners. Every child can make progress in their 

learning, with the right help.  

• Effective pedagogy is a mix of different approaches. Children learn through 

play, by adults modelling, by observing each other, and through guided 

learning and direct teaching.  

• Practitioners carefully organise enabling environments for high-quality play. 

Sometimes, they make time and space available for children to invent their 

own play. Sometimes, they join in to sensitively support and extend children’s 

learning.  

• Children in the early years also learn through group work, when practitioners 

guide their learning.  

• Older children need more of this guided learning.  

• A well-planned learning environment, indoors and outside, is an important 

aspect of pedagogy.  

5.  Assessment: checking what children have learnt  

• Assessment is about noticing what children can do and what they know. It is 

not about lots of data and evidence.  

• Effective assessment requires practitioners to understand child development. 

Practitioners also need to be clear about what they want children to know and 

be able to do.  

• Accurate assessment can highlight whether a child has a special educational 

need and needs extra help.  

• Before assessing children, it’s a good idea to think about whether the 

assessments will be useful.  

• Assessment should not take practitioners away from the children for long 

periods of time. 

6.  Self-regulation and executive function  

• Executive function includes the child’s ability to: – hold information in mind – 

focus their attention – think flexibly – inhibit impulsive behaviour.  

• These abilities contribute to the child’s growing ability to self-regulate: – 

concentrate their thinking – plan what to do next – monitor what they are 

doing and adapt – regulate strong feelings – be patient for what they want – 

bounce back when things get difficult.  

• Language development is central to self-regulation: children use language to 

guide their actions and plans. Pretend play gives many opportunities for 

children to focus their thinking, persist and plan ahead.  

7.  Partnership with parents  

• It is important for parents and early years settings to have a strong and 

respectful partnership. This sets the scene for children to thrive in the early 

years.  

• This includes listening regularly to parents and giving parents clear 

information about their children’s progress.  

• The help that parents give their children at home has a very significant impact 

on their learning.  



• Some children get much less support for their learning at home than others. 

By knowing and understanding all the children and their families, settings can 

offer extra help to those who need it most.  

• It is important to encourage all parents to chat, play and read with 

their children. 

 

The characteristics of effective teaching and learning  

In planning and guiding what children learn, practitioners must reflect on the different rates at 

which children are developing and adjust their practice appropriately. 

Three characteristics of effective teaching and learning are: 

• playing and exploring – children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’  

• active learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, 

and enjoy achievements  

• creating and thinking critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make 

links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things 

 

English as an additional language  

Speaking more than one language has lots of advantages for children. It is the norm in many 

countries around the world. Children will learn English from a strong foundation in their home 

language. It is important that we encourage families to use their home language for linguistic 

as well as cultural reasons. Children learning English will typically go through a quiet phase 

when they do not say very much and may then use words in both languages in the same 

sentence. The setting talks to parents about what language they speak at home, and will 

try and learn a few key words and celebrate multilingualism in the setting. 

 

Assessment in the Early Years  

The Reception Baseline Assessment is caried out for all pupils in the Autumn term. The 

Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA) is a statutory assessment from September 2021 

onwards. It provides a snapshot of where pupils are when they arrive at school. It will 

provide a starting point to measure the progress schools make with their pupils between 

reception and the end of primary school. 

 

 

All pupils are assessed against the Early Learning Goals in the June of the reception year.  

Please see the EYFS Assessment Policy. 


